UM basketball by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
10-20-1978 
UM basketball 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM basketball" (1978). University of 
Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 29628. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/29628 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
MISSOULA—
First-year University of Montana basketball coach Mike Montgomery pulls no punches 
when it comes to predicting where his Grizzly team will be when it comes to the Big 
Sky Conference race.
"Basically, I expect to be competing for the Big Sky title," said the man who 
became the 17th coach at UM since its basketball program began in 1904. "I think 
the league will be much stronger this year, and there will be a few teams contending 
for the championship."
Montgomery, 31, who had been Jim Brandenburg's assistant for the past two seasons, 
began practice last Sunday. Last year the Grizzlies went 21-8 overall and lost to 
Weber State (62-55) in overtime in the conference finale in UM's Adams Field House, 
as 9,203 fans looked on. Brandenburg is now the head coach at Wyoming.
Teaming up with Montgomery are Stew Morrill and Scott Hollenbeck. Morrill was 
previously an assistant at Gonzaga, while Hollenbeck was head coach at Frenchtown 
High in Montana for three seasons.
Gone is basketball wizard M. R. Richardson, one of the premier players in Big 
Sky history. The talented 6-5 guard is now playing for the New York Nicks, and was 
their first pick, and the fourth choice in the pro draft. Richardson set several
UM records before moving on to the pros.
However, returning this season are UM's top three forwards, Allan Nielsen (6-6), 
Crci;g Henkel ,6-7; and Charlie Yankus (6-6), along with center John Stroeder. Nielsen 
anG Stroeder were All-Big Sky second-team picks last season. All three forwards are
senior*., while the 6-;G, 240-pound Stroeder is a junior.
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Nine lettermen will return to the UM varsity this season, with only two players 
(Richardson and guard Jim Malloy) gone from last year's 12-2 Big Sky team.
"Our weakness at this point will be inexperience at guard," Montgomery said.
"The guards (Blaine Taylor, Tim McCauley and Rick Zanon) played last year, but our 
starters played a lot more. It should just be a matter of fitting the pieces together, 
and playing as a team."
There are several good newcomers on UM's team this season, a few of which should 
shore up the guard situation.
Junior college transfer (Saddleback JC of California) Tim Knight, a 6-7 swingman 
will be an added asset if he can adjust to the tall guard position. Letterman Rodney 
Brandon, a 6-6 sophomore, will also be at the big guard slot, and will also give UM 
good height at that position. Newcomer Dale Wiitala (6-4) "has unlimited talent," 
Montgomery said.
At point guard Montgomery said junior Tim McCaulley (6-1) is "very steady, and 
shoots the good percentage shot." Returnee Taylor (6-1) is another top candidate for 
lead guard along with Zanon.
Of course the return of the three veteran forwards, Nielsen, Henkel and Yankus, 
who have all lettered three years in-a-row is a big plus. "They all know the system 
and have proved they can be winners," Montgomery said.
Nielsen averaged 11.9 points a game last year, and is the top returnee in that 
category. Henkel grabbed 176 rebounds for a 6.3 average and Yankus had 130 points 
in 25 games last season.
Stroeder, who Montgomery said has the chance to be one of the best centers on 
the West Coast "if he can improve on his defense and rebounding," was UM's No. 3 
scorer last season as a sophomore. He averaged 10 points a game and was third in 
rebounds with 191.
Sophomore letterman Craig Zanon (6-6) gives the Grizzlies good depth at forward.
The guard position should also be strong, especially by midseason, when the
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players have gained valuable playing time. Freshman Bill Crabtree (6-3) and 
Santa Barbara JC (Calif.) transfer Jeff Isbister are two more newcomers who could 
help. Freshman center Craig Larsen, a 6-11, 205-pounder from Colorado, has good 
quickness for a big man, and "could be a factor by mid-season," Montgomery said.
Montgomery said UM, "will be a fast break team, with a structured offense which 
is designed for the percentage shot. We will also stress tough rebounding and a 
disciplined style of play."
Defensively, Montgomery said, "we expect to be as strong as we ever have been. 
We have mature players who are strong and have played. We will be physical and work 
the boards very hard and make people beat us with their offense."
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